Parties, Politics, and Political Participation		      		Name___________________________
Should Voting be Mandatory (Compulsory)? Worksheet	
Mr. Faulhaber								Class Period: _______________
Book Questions

pg. 551 RPC: ______________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

pg. 567 

#4: _____________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

#8: _____________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

#14: ____________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 
pg 562:	A) _______________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
             B) _______________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	C) _______________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
	D) _______________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Policy Question Background: For many, the idea of “optional” voting within a democratic nation is flawed. If we’re part of our nation, they feel that we must be part of its political process. Proponents of compulsory (required) voting feel that by forcing citizens to vote in all elections, we’ll create a more informed, more involved citizenry and a more progressive democracy. They feel that our current “lag” in voter turnout is a deeply troubling sign that could easily be fixed by compulsory voting mandates. However, there are many opponents to this position. Isn’t “silence” an option? Isn’t a refusal to vote one way or another a form of vote in and of itself, protected by our freedom of speech? Furthermore, compulsory voting would push people into the polling booths who aren’t informed enough to make a choice, creating a “polluted” voting pool. Finally, compulsory voting could disrupt the lives of working class citizens who may choose to go to work or take care of their families instead of heading to the polls. Should American voting be compulsory, or should it remain optional?

Perspective One: Our current lack of voter turnout is a disgrace, and compulsory voting would be a serious step in the right direction. Every American needs to let his or her voice be heard, and if we don’t institute compulsory voting, we’re not really a democracy.

Perspective Two: Compulsory voting is anti-American. Our participation in our democracy is a choice, not a requirement. Are we to punish those who choose to let silence be their vote? Forcing our citizens to vote would be our downfall.
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Perspective Three: Compulsory voting is an interesting, appealing idea, but we’d need to roll it out slowly and with careful experimentation. Because we’ve never tried it, we don’t know what drawbacks would arise, but it’s very important that we give it a shot and see how it works.


VII. If I were a state legislator, I would support perspective…because… ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


EXTRA CREDIT: 
                                                         XI. When I asked my Parents/Guardians/Adult in my life the policy question, they told me....
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________Parents/Guardians/Adult in my life Initials:

XII. I agree/disagree because... ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
